
AARON WILDAVSKY 

June 14 1978 

Professor Joshua Lederberg 
Department of Geneti\cs 
School of Medicine 
Stanford University 
Stanford 
California 94305 

Dear Joshua, 

There is a rational answer and a historical one, As usual the 
truth i's historical, I came to health policy unburdened by any prior 
acquaintance, I had been asked to explain the increase in medical costs 
but I. soon concluded this was well known. Indeed, the medical literature 
was unli‘ke any F had read jn social sctence i;n that there was a mountain of 
splend+d material, Coming to grips @.h this materi;al; somehow simplifying 
it, I discovered was a major roadblock to thinkl"ng, So I‘ made it my task 
not to tnvent anythi\ng new, but to make what was already known simpler and 
,more vivid t Soon r realized that if I took notes P would end up using them 
and that th?s wvuld run directly counter to my purpose,, I did not want to 
produce a rambling book, Iin a word f took no notes and wrote the enclosed 
paper I r dfd read a yari,ety of material that included various estimates and 
made my own judgement, It could have been ZO%.ar 30%, but it would not have 
been htgher by any authori;ty I consulted, only, alas, I cannot remember,which. 
No doubt many have wondered? but you are the first to ask. 

SPncerely, 

I 
/Won Wldavs.ky 5 

Enc.. 

From May 1st to August 31, 1978 

Aaron Wildavsky can be reaohedat 
Room 464 

230 I%rk Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
(212) WJ-8195,8196 

or (indefinitely) at home 

227 Clinton Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(212) 625-5312 
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